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THE GREEN ROOM
WESTERHAM AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY Edition 4. June 2016

PANTO’S COMING HOME!
Chairperson’s
Welcome
Dear Members,

I am delighted to send you my first
message. We are pleased to welcome
two new committee members, Roger
Williams and James Atkinson who,
along with the Committee’s longer
serving members represent the ‘Team’.
We all hope to bring renewed
enthusiasm and optimism to Wads not
only for Members but for our
Community.

We welcome and encourage input from
all members – it’s your Society - and are
always looking for new talent, on stage
or the behind the scenes. Indeed, the
Society is as reliant on those working
with lighting, sound, props, costumes,
decor etc as on our actors. If you know
anyone who might be interested in
joining us, do encourage them to come
along. You know they will be given the
warmest of welcomes. Why not invite
them to our Summer Party for
Members, Friends and Families? Details
overleaf.

Meanwhile, work is continuing apace on
our Christmas panto, Beauty & The
Beast. As this is our most exciting and
ambitious project for many years, we
need the full support and participation
of everyone. And the great thing about
panto is that there are so many varied
opportunities to get involved.

I look forward to seeing you all at the
party.

Best wishes,
Karen Williams
Chairperson

WADS CALENDAR
16th July
Summer Party 6:00pm-9:00pm
37 London Road
20th July
Panto Auditions 7:30pm
Westerham Hall 
27th, November,
Beauty & The Beast opens!
Westerham Hall
30th November - 3rd December
Beauty & The Beast 
Westerham Hall

Audition Notice (Principals)

Beauty & The Beast

Wednesday 20th July
7:30pm - 9:00pm

Westerham Hall, TN16 1BG

Performance (6 in all):

Sunday 27/11 at 2:30pm

30/11 - 2/12 at 8:00pm

Saturday 3/12 2:30pm & 8:00pm

We are delighted to welcome Melanie Vinall
to WADS to direct this year’s panto. Melanie
will be ably supported by co-producers
Mark Mountjoy and Mark de Angeli.

Following up on the recent emails
canvassing interest we now call all
interested in taking a principal role. If you
cannot attend on the 20th please email
panto@wads-web.net and let us know.

Rehearsdal dates will be arranged once the
cast is known in order to suit as many as
possible. It will be one or two nights per
week plus Sunday afternoons starting in
September.

Principal roles are:
Dame Frou-Frou de la Grande-Derrière
We can go for either of the two traditional
approaches to The Dame – a camp bloke
in a frock or just a bloke in a frock.

The Beast / Prince 
The Beast will be created as much with
light and shadows as by a regular
physical presence and his voice can be
played either by the same actor or via a
live off-stage mic by another. Either way,
he will transform into the Prince – straight
from pantoland’s central casting. We can
go for gender switching, but, either way,
the actor playing the Prince must be 16+
at the time of performance.

Hop-Hop le Strange 
An adult part, probably male but could
work with a female actor. The key
element of the part is an ability to sustain
a really good, really bad French accent
throughout. And a willingness to sing
solo. NB. This is the only part requiring a
French accent.

Sniff & Snot
Hop-Hop’s loyal and, naturally, stupid
Lieutenants. Any age 12+ to adult, male
or female.

Belle
Our heroine – feisty with a heart of gold.
Female part, 16+. Will have a solo and
duet.

Mike the Merchant
Belle’s father. The Buttons character.
Adult male. Must be prepared to fall in
love with and marry a bloke in a frock.

Betty The Nearly Redundant Pantomime Fairy

Last time our panto fairy was full of
youthful inexperience – this time she’s at
the end of her career so – how can we
put this delicately – the part is really for a
lady of a few summers. Then again, it’s
been a while since we had a male panto
fairy, so, men, if you fancy it, let us know. 

Saucisson Sec The Pantomime Donkey

‘Saucy’ to her friends - you can’t have a
panto without at least one four-legged
character...

Belle’s Siblings
Let’s be honest, they’re spoilt brats – and
they could be brothers or sisters.

The Cheesemonger
A cameo role for someone of any age
and either sex with a really good memory
and a reasonable grasp of French
pronunciation. The actor can also be part
of the chorus.

The Mayor
A cameo role for an adult with good voice
and strong enough to lead everyone in
the opening song. Could also join the
chorus, or altenatively call it quits each
night after the opening.

Continued from the front page...

The principals are: MOI! La Grande Dame,
Elle, (need I say more?) There are others but
I have to be honest with you darlings, no
one will be looking at them! I have three of
the finest seamstresses in our cosey little
town of Jambon Ouest slaving away
already making my frocks; bless ‘em
they’ve not had much work since the
guillotine came down.

Love to you all

FROU FROU

A dispatch from The Green Room’s very own correspondent in Pantoland...

DAME FROU FROU CAMEMBERT

DE LA GRAND DERRIERE
Darlings! Hello Ladies & Gentlemen, Boys and Girls. First of all, I must say thank-you to
the Editor of this august journal for letting me say a few words. I’ve been begging him
for a few column inches for ages. So what can I say? Well, everyone in Pantoland is so
excited about coming to see you all in Westerham this Christmas. In preparation for
this, our esteemed Director, Melanie Vinnall, and our producers Tweedle Dum and
Tweedle Dee, have called an audition on Wednesday 20th July,  for the Principals. Please
let us know if you can come and which part(s) you fancy, even if you have already told
us you’re interested. Equally, darlings, let us know if you would like a part, but can’t
make the 20th. There will be a separate audition for those wishing to join the Adult and
Junior choruses later...

We are very sorry to have to interupt Dame Frou Frou mid-flow but her important message is continued in full on

the back page. In the meantime, here are a few pictures from our previous visits to Pantoland.
Ed.
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Contacts

Karen Williams, Chairman
chair@wads-web.net

Bev Newbold, Secretary
secretary@wads-web.net

Annick Barbaria, Membership 
members@wads-web.net

Mark Mountjoy, Treasurer
treasurer@wads-web.net

Mark de Angeli, Studio WADS
studio@wads-web.net
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Georgina Landemare had known the
Churchill family since the 1930s, when
Clementine employed her occasionally
to cook for house parties at Chartwell.
At these she had impressed Churchill
and his eminent guests with her often
deceptively simple, but exacting
recipes. Clementine recalled that when
Mrs Landemare  offered to cook for the
Churchills, she was “enchanted,
because I knew she would be able to
make the best out of rations and that
everyone in the household would be
happy and contented”. An arrangement
that should have lasted for just six years
of war went on until 1954 when, at the
age of 72, she finally retired – a year
before Winston Churchill himself
resigned as prime minister.

Georgina Landemare (left)
& her sister, 1935. 

© Georgina Landemare’s family.

Members, Family and Friends, you are invited to...

MemberChef
We invite Members to submit their favourite
recipes. Thank you to Annick for blazing a
trail with this simple and delicious fruit cake,
devised by Winston Churchill's chef Mrs
Georgina Landemare who cooked for the
Churchills from 1939 until she retired in
1954. Churchill told her on VE night that he
could not have got through the war without
her cooking.

Ingredients

10 oz. plain flour

8 oz. butter

6 oz. sugar

5 eggs

10 oz. mixed dried fruit

4 oz. glacé cherries (cut in half)

1/2 tsp. baking powder

Pinch of salt

Directions

1. Cream the butter and sugar together.

2. Beat in the eggs one at a time, adding

a little flour to prevent the mixture

curdling.

3. Sift the remainder of the flour with the

baking powder and salt and add this to

the creamed mixture.

4. Add the dried fruit and beat the mixture

well.

5. Spoon into a greased and lined round

cake tin.

6. Bake for 2 hours in a moderate oven.

Off Roading (Judy Duffield)

The Threadbare Theatre Company’s play
‘Off Roading’ was performed at The Crown
pub in Old Oxted at the end of last month
and if you were looking for a fun night out
to lift your spirits in a cold, dreary spring,
perhaps this was not the play for you.
Having said that, it was a thoroughly
enjoyable evening even if the subject matter
was a little tough.

This play was written by Lucy Linger and
performed by Felicity Jolly and Jim
Alexander in the bar of the pub, with no
scenery, minimal props and very basic

lighting. This alone endears pub theatre  to
me as quite often we can get trapped by
thinking drama groups should be
presenting a full West End event with all the
bells and whistles. This production was
really good without that. We were conveyed
through the passing of time by a couple of
skirt and jacket changes and superb acting,
particularly from Felicity Jolly.

The theme of the play centred around
cancer and its effects on young people
when they are dealing with this challenging
illness; it’s a disease that has a very different
impact on those in their twenties and
thirties and the writer conveyed this really
sensitively throughout. 

Very briefly, a young couple meet in the
pub, he is still living with his parents and she
is a world traveller, a free and independent
spirit. They eventually get together and he
supports and encourages her throughout
her journey with cancer, facing the

recognition of her own mortality...

You are left with a cliff hanger – will she beat
this illness, will they stay together but you
leave the play talking about it, which is
great. And also laughing. Humans are very
funny, even in dark situations and the play
focussed on bravery and humour at the
same time.

I enjoyed the way they ‘personalised’ the
script by including references to Oxted’s
town centre, a trick often reserved for
panto, and the whole audience were
hooked. Pub theatre made me feel part of
the action; having a drink and watching this
unfurl before me in an intimate way made
me feel that I could have some influence on
the conclusion.

A really good night out with good friends
and thoroughly recommended!

The Crown in Oxted is a good venue, but
don’t we have some great ones in
Westerham too? Maybe something some
of us could think about for the future? What
do you think?

The Winter’s Tale (Marli Bailey)

I recently saw a production of The Winter's
Tale ballet at the wonderful Royal Opera
House. Such a beautiful building with its

famous red and guilt auditorium. When
Christopher Wheeldon, who
choreographed the ballet, was asked what
was the irresistible lure of Shakespeare for
creators of dance he replied that
Shakespeare wrote such good stories. It is
the beauty of the language that draws
people to want to stage them and read
them, but he also wrote terrific plot lines.
There are some very strong characters and
the situations are operatic in scale. Operatic
situations and good physical characters
lend themselves very well to story ballet. I
loved the staging and the design of the
sets. I particularly enjoyed Act II set on a
hillside in Bohemia with the villagers arriving
for the annual springtime festival. It was so
colourful, full of beautiful fun-loving people
having a great time. There was a small band
on stage to develop the folky feel. This was
a real contrast to Act I which is set inside a
cold, draughty Sicilian palace. The contrast
was apparent in the music created by Joby
Talbot. In Act 1 the music is much darker
depicting Leontes' irrational jealousy.
Unfortunately we didn't see the wonderful
Edward Watson as Leontes or Lauren
Cuthbertson as Hermione on that occasion
but this did not take away from a truly
magical evening and if you love
Shakespeare and ballet you can’t go
wrong.  

I Went To See...
We’ve invite Members to talk about performance they’ve seen recently...

The Chairperson’s Summer Cocktail Party
Saturday, 16th July 2016

6:00pm - 9:00pm

Admission free, by ticket only

37 London Road, Westerham, TN16 1BB

Please note: The party is strictly Members, family and invited friends. It’s free, but places must be pre-booked. Just ping an e-
mail to secretary@wads-web.net, tell us how many are coming and make sure you include the names of any non-Members

coming with you. We’ll send you further information when you get in touch.


