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THE GREEN ROOM
A Dickens of a

Christmas Carol

a riotous seasonal comedy directed by Sally Boulton

The Courtyard provided food again for preshow sustinence which wqas greatly
enjoyed by those that indulged, inclnjuding
The Christmas production of A Dickens of providing some much needed fodder for
a Christmas Carol was a joint production the crew.
between WADS and CHIPS, our friends
from Crockham Hill. Written and directed This joint venture was a first for both
by Sally Boulton, and performed in the societies and proved enjoyable for all
Westerham Hall just before Christmas last. concerned, as well as profitable. It was
great to welcome a CHIPS team to our Big
The cast was pretty evenly matched from Fat Quiz in February and we look forward
the two societies - Dudley James, Alan to buiding stronger ties between our
Jowett, Paul Bowen, Roger Williams, Tony societies in the future.
Rogers, Mo Tobin, Nick Randall, Max
Dorlandt, Jonny Grey, William White, Well done CHIPS and WADS…
James Boulton, Bob Holt, Jake Elwood,
David Stafford, Ian Caldecourt, Rachel What’s Next ?
Siddell, Imogen Bridges, Liz Jowett,
Poppy Dorlandt, Rosemary Holt, Marli
Bailey, Molly Mullins, Karen Stafford, Judy
Duffield, Cheryl Fraser, Amanda Jones
OH WHAT A PREFORMANCE
OH WHAT A SHOW

A cast of 28 in total playing 38 characters
were supported by some 40 members,
stage, technical and front of house. It really
does take a lot of people to create mahem
on stage!
We were all rewarded for this effort and
hard work by very large audiences
throughout the run who thoroughly
enjoyed the production; they may not have
understod it - but they defintely enjoyed it.

WADS CALENDAR
11th March
WADS AGM
8:00pm
Westerham Hall
13th March
Kiss Me
8:00pm
The Stag Plaza

6th - 9th May
The Ghost Train
8:00pm (and 2:30pm Sat, 9th)
Westerham Hall
18 July
WADS Centenery Ball
7:30pm for 8:00pm
Lewins, Crockham Hill
th

28th November - 5th December
Aladdin
8:00pm (and 2:30pm 29th and 5th)
Westerham Hall

Welcome
Dear All,
Welcome to the March issue of the
Green Room.
2020 sees the start of WADS
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS 1920
to 2020.
We started our special year with a very
successful WADS BIG FAT QUIZ with
100 keen quizzers taking part.
Nick and Amanda put together a
fantastic range of questions all very
professionally presented. A COOK
lasagne supper was served thanks to
the amazing efforts of our kitchen team
and all had a very good evening.
The winning team : KEVIN THE
ELEPHANT:
First for some time but WADS currently
have two plays in rehearsal. Kiss Me, a
new play by Richard Bean, will be
preformed as part of The Sevenoaks
Drama Festival. Directed by Ghislaine
Bowden it will be preformed at The
Stag Theatre on Friday 13th March.
The second is our Spring production
The Ghost Train, directed by Sandra
Barfield, and will be presented 6th to 9th
May.
More on both elsewhere in newsletter.
The AGM will be held in Westerham
Hall on 11th March 7.45 for 8pm.
Please do come along, and bring
anyone you know who might be
interested in joining WADS, we need
more members. After the formal part of
the meeting there will be ample
opportunity to put forward any ides
thoughts on the future of WADS.
We have a busy year ahead, look
forward to seeing you.
Regards
Jeffrey Adams
Chairman

Contacts
Jeff Adams, Chair
chair@wads-web.net
Bev Newbold, Secretary
secretary@wads-web.net
Judy Duffield, Membership
membership@wads-web.net
Mark Mountjoy, Treasurer
treasurer@wads-web.net

The Green Room

Annual General
meeting
8:00pm, Wednesday, 11th March 2020
The Annual General Meeting for the
Society for the period ended 31st
December 2019 will take place on
Wednesday, 11th March in the Main Hall,
Westerham Hall, Quebec Avenue,
Westerham at 7.45pm for 8.00pm prompt.
The AGM is open to all, though only
current Members over 18 are eligible to
vote.
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Centenery
ChriStmAS
PAnto!

by Judy Duffield

Choosing the right Christmas production in
January always seems a little challenging,
but it has to be done and planning has
already begun! Aladdin will be our
pantomime in this, our centenary year!

There have been scripts to read, dates to
check, the set to think about, the music
and the costumes to bediscussed, and not
MINUTES: The Minutes of the last AGM least the casting to consider. These have
are available by request from the Hon. all been on the agenda and we are moving
Secretary (see contact details below). A forward!
few copies will be available at the AGM,
they will not be read aloud. The Report of The genre of pantomime goes back a long
the General Committee and copies of the way – and while modern panto is certainly
Accounts will be available at the meeting. homegrown and characteristically British,
in the classical sense, pantomime is very
OFFICERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS
much a Roman thing, developed from the
As elected at the 2019 AGM
commedia dell’arte tradition of Italy: a 16th
century style of street performance with
President Ashton Taylor-Smith
sketches featuring masked characters.
Chairman Jeff Adams
These comic improvisations were
reproduced in England as mimes known
Hon. Secretary Beverley Newbold
as Harlequinades, which along with the
Hon. Treasurer Mark Mountjoy
masque and music hall genres, form the
basis for the magical experiences that we
Elected Members
see today. The story of Aladdin was first
Marli Bailey, Judy Duffield, Marc Fraser,
dramatised in 1788 by John O'Keefe for
Annie Houghton, Julie Tushingham,
the Theatre Royal and it has been a
Karen Williams
popular subject for pantomime for over
200 years. The traditional Aladdin
Vice Presidents
pantomime is the source of the well-known
Katherine Calvorcoressi,
pantomime character Widow Twankey
Daphne Clemens, Mark de Angeli,
(Aladdin's mother) and I promise, we will
Sally Pratt, Jeff Adams,
not disappoint!
Rosemary Pearson
Fellows
Neville Wells, Shiela James,
Barbara & Tony Lincoln
Nominations: Further nominations for
membership of the Committee for 2020
should be received by the Secretary (see
below), no later than Tuesday, 10th March.
Secretary: Beverley Newbold
Springfield Cottage, High St,
Westerham, TN16 1RQ
01959 563205
beverley@graphitedesign.com
SUBSCriPtion reneWALS
Are noW DUe.

WADS 1920’s
Summer Ball

And of course, most pantomimes include a
shimmering fairy/genie and evil villain, but
did you realise that it is panto custom that
the fairy always enters from stage right,
and the baddie from stage left. This is a
tradition that’s evolved from superstition of
right signifying Heaven, and left all things
Hell, witchy and wicked. (Oh no it isn’t …..
oh yes it is!)
We hope to include the singalongs, the
special effects, the unrelated subplots and
the predictable ‘He’s behind you!’ What
more could you want for a family outing?
Of course, we are all looking forward to
sunnier, longer days and we wish you all a
joyous summer BUT…if you can think
about helping with our WADS centenary
Christmas spectacular, please get in
touch.
And if you would like to be part of the cast,
look out for our audition notices. The dates
will be advertised very soon!

Champagne
beverages.

reception,

diner

and

We will be limited in numbers for this one
off event, and expect there to be high
Lewins, Crockham Hill
demand, so have restricted tickets to
th
Saturday, 18 July 2020
WADS members and partners only, on a
7:30pm for 8pm
first come first served bases. Only once
Carriages 12pm
your cheque has been received, will we
Ladies, look out that long string of Pearls, reserve your place. Should we have spare
and gentlemen, brush off those spats, in tickets available, we will
readiness for our roaring 1920’s Summer open it up to members
friends.
Ball.

Yes, WADS are celebrating our centenary
in style, by throwing a Summer 1920s
For those who don't pay by standing order, themed ball. Lewins will be transformed
please bring your cheque or cash to the back to the era of the Great Gatsby, when
AGM.
a glimpse of stocking was something
shocking, for a night of celebration. A
Rates are:
champagne reception, and a sumptuous
Individual - £11.50
buffet will be served. With dancing to the
sounds of a live band, playing tunes of the
Family - £20
Jazz age, and a few more up to date
Cheques made payable to WADS.
numbers along the way. A finale of a grand
If you're not attending the AGM please firework display will round off this evening
to remember, with a bang.
post your subscription renewal to
Dress. Black tie 1920s
Mark Mountjoy, Unit 2,
Westerham Trade Centre,
The Flyers Way, Westerham TN16 1DE

Panto has everything theatrical – song,
dance, verse, slapstick, soliloquy, comedy,
audience participation, spectacle, crossdressing and a good plot, and is strong on
morality and romance.

Tickets will go on sale from 1st May, and will
be £55 per person, to include,

Cheques for £55
per person,
made out to
WADS,
and sent to
Lewins,
Main Road,
Crockham Hill,
Kent TN8 6RB

The Green Room
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SevenoAkS
DiStriCt DrAmA
FeStivAL 2020
WADS has entered The Sevenoaks District
Drama Festival with a short play Kiss Me
written by Richard Bean and directed by
Ghislaine Bowden. Ghislaine and her cast
Amy & Tristan, and back stage team,
Ashton, Richard, Nick & Amanda, Sara &
Marli, have been working very hard to
create a special perfoirmance for the
Festival.
They now need your support! We urge all
members to come along to support them
on Friday, 13th March at the Stag Palaza,
Sevenoaks. Tickets available online from
www.https://stagsevenoaks.co.uk or by
calling the box office on 01732 450175.
Men are in short supply! Those not scythed
down or physically or mentally broken by
the Great War have been decimated by the
Spanish Flu epidemic. We are introduced
to plucky Stephanie, herself a war widow,

who desperately wants to have a child.
She, in turn, is introduced to Peter via the
discrete and unorthodox services of a
clinic run by the unseen Dr. Wallace. It
would seem the otherwise outwardly
upright and respectable Peter, having

survived both war and pestilence, is now
very much doing his bit to help repopulate
the country in the aftermath, 202 to date.
But this is 1920s Britain. Both the kiss of
life and the kiss of death are present in this
delicate and precisely written two hander.

What’s On, Where...

Here we list local productions and events
from our neighbouring theatre groups and
societies:

THE GHOST
TRAIN
by Arnold Ridley
directed by Sandra Barfield

6th – 9th May 2020
Westerham Hall

the Barn theatre, oxted
Jack the Ripper - 1st-4th April
The 39 Steps - 12th-17th May
the oast theatre, tonbridge
All Our Children - 14th-21st March
Witness for the
Prosecution - 25th April-2nd May
A Bunch of Amateurs - 16th-23rd May
the miller Centre, Caterham
The Beauty Queen
of Leenane - 26th March - 4th April
Pressure - 7th-16th May

The play ran for over a year in its original
sold-out London theatrical run, and is
regarded as a modern minor classic. It
established the 20th century dramatic
genre of "strangers stranded together in a
railway
scenario
in
constrained
circumstances" thrillers, leading to the
This play was written in 1923 and is a
films such as The Lady Vanishes, Night
comedy suspense thriller. The story was
Train to Munich and many more.
inspired by the author being stranded
overnight at Mangotsfield railway station, A party of assorted railway travellers find
Bristol, whilst on a rail journey through the themselves stranded one evening in a
Gloucester countryside. The atmosphere waiting room in an isolated country station
of the deserted station and listening to an in Cornwall. There is no accommodation
express train passing by on another track nearby and it is pouring with rain. The
gave Ridley the idea for the play.
station master tries to persuade them to
leave and tells them a story of the ghost
My wonderful cast are: Patrick Michaels
train which haunts the line at night...
(Saul the Station Master), Nick Randall
(Richard Winthrop), Elizabeth McCreadie Tickets are on sale on the WADS website,
(Elsie his wife), Mark Davidson (Charles www.wads-web.net. We regret we do not
Murdock), Cathryn Gahan (Peggy his wife), have anyone willing to operate a high
Lynn Short (Miss Bourne), Matthew Kelly street box office. If you are unable to buy
(Teddy Deakin), Julie Tushingham (Julie tickets online then, Ticket Source, who
Price), Ian Caldercourt (Herbert Price), Paul operate the online system for us, can take
Bowen (John Sterling).
telephone bookings on 0333 666 3366.
Our Spring production for the Centenary
year will be the classic thriller, The Ghost
Train. Written by Arnold Riddley, he of
Dad’s Army fame, the quintessentially
English doddery old gentleman, Private
Godfrey.

the Stag theatre, Sevenoaks
The Sevenoaks
Drama Festival - 12th - 15th March
The Pearl Fishers - 30th April-2nd May
Bromley Little theatre, Bromley
Strangers on a Train - 6th - 14th March
The Wind in the Willows - 3rd-11th April
Taken at Midnight - 8th-16th May
trinity theatre, tunbridge Wells
Dungeoness - 5th - 6th April
The Real Thing - 28th April - 2nd May
the Assembly halls, tunbridge Wells
The Mousetrap - 21st - 25th April
The Wizard of Oz - 12th-16th May

WADS-WeB.net
We have updated our website this month
and really need a talented member to take
on the work of keeping its content up to
date! Could that be you? Please contact
Jeff at chair@wads-web.net if you can help.

The Green Room
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