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THE GREEN ROOM
You Shall go to the Ball!

Welcome
Dear All,

Cinderella

Bridges as well as a fine chorus (Libby
Mew, Ellen Mew, Molly Mullin, Tom
Cavanagh, and Roger Williams).

You can Boo and Hiss at the Stepmother,
be charmed by Prince Charming, love
Buttons and Cinderella, hate the Baroness
and the Ugly Sisters and be indulgent with
Nanny. All the elements of Panto will be
Panto time is just around the corner!
there, songs-a-plenty, slapstick, and, of
Christmas stock already jostling for poll course, audience participation - two words
position in the supermarkets alongside enough to strike fear into the heart of any
that dread American import that is now father taking their kids to the Panto!
Hallow’een it is reassuring to know that the
WADS Pantomime machine is at full But, dear members, we may have found a
throttle to bring you all good, old wonderful director, who in turn has found a
wonderful script writer, Anthony Blakeney,
fashioned, traditional, British Pantomime.
as well as a wonderful Music Director,
The origin of the Cinderella story is lost in Andy Legget, and we may have found a
time. It appears in different guises in many wonderful cast who are working hard
cultures and early collections of folklore, rehearsing their parts, but, we still have to
the one most oft quoted being that of The build it, light it, stage it, staff it and run it for
Brothers Grimm. And grim is the right seven performance! Not to mention, take it
word! More styled as a salutary lesson than all apart and pack it away again
an entertainment, the originals all had dark afterwards. This is no mean feat. To put it
undertones manifest in the Baron’s neglect bluntly...
of his daughter, the positively gratuitous
violence meeted out by the stepmother,
both wicked by name and nature, not to
mention the wanton and bloody removal of
toes in an effort to fit the slipper!
Westerham Hall
1st - 8th December
directed by Sandra Barfield

But none of this! Director, Sandra Barfield,
together with Anthony Blakeney have
written a wonderful script bringing the
story back squarely to Panto-land. Just
enough nastiness to ensure the Wicked
Stepmother receives her just boos and
hisses and sprinkled with just enough
good old British sugar to make sure it goes
down a treat. Our Cinderella has all the
lovely characters in it: Cinderella (Eve
Bellhouse), Buttons (Johnny Grey), Baron
Hardup (Paul Bowen), Baroness, the
wicked stepmother (Liz McCreadie),
Prince Charming (Katie Fevyer), his Nanny
(Patrick Michaels), Dandini (William
White), the King & Queen (Paul Bowen &
Karen Williams-Holt), the ever-so-slightly
senile Fairy Godmother (Cheryl Fraser)
kept on the path by her streetwise
granddaughter Pink (Milley Westwood)
and, of course, the Ugly Sisters (Sylvia
Thorpe & Julie Tushingham). All ably
supported by a Elsie Norton and Imogen

WADS CALENDAR
1st & 8th December,
Cinderella
2:30pm & 8:00pm
Westerham Hall

We need members to come forward to join
the production team, set builders,
humpers, stage crew, lighting and sound,
make-up and hair, bar helpers, front of
house helpers, dressers, chair puterouterers. No experience required! Please
contact Mark Mountjoy on 07711 720740,
or Judy Duffield on 07876 158044, or
Karen Williams-Holt on 07768 281301.
Many hands make light work - and it really
can be a lot of fun!

I write this on rather a gloomy morning
in mid September. That can only mean
one thing! It’s almost Panto Time!!
Auditions for Cinderella took place in
June. Well attended and cast very soon
after that by our Director, Sandra
Barfield, who has many fantastic ideas
to make this a truly memorable
production.
Over the Summer we had a lovely
Members’ get-together by way of a
Pimms party back in July. More on that
later in the edition, a well attended and
fun occasion.
Never a team to sit on our laurels – the
play for May 2019 has already been
selected, as has the Christmas show.
Stuart McCreadie will be directing The
Cemetery Club and has written a piece
about this published in this edition; and
Felicia de Angeli will direct her own
adaptation of Rudyard Kipling’s The
Jungle Book in December.
Felicia’s production will start what we
are planning to be a year of events to
celebrate WADS’ centenary! This is
remarkable, especially taking into
account the changes over this time. We
have three fabulous events in train
culminating
in
the
Centenery
Pantomime in December 2020.
Referring briefly back to Cinderella.
Panto is always a huge undertaking for
the Crew as much as the Cast. We are
planning seven shows including two
matinees. We need your help! If you are
handy with a hammer (the set goes in a
couple of weeks before) or you can help
with costumes etc please do contact
us. Or, how helping with Front of House
or Bar?
Have a wonderful Autumn and I look
forward to seeing you soon

Far Beyond Par!
A warm thank you goes to Joe Duffield
from us all. Joe has donated lights, LED Par
Cans, to us which would have been totally
unaffordable for WADS. Mark Mountjoy has
explained to those completely untechnical
amongst us what they did and how useful
they will be.
The equipment is destined for a starring
role in our Panto, Cinderella, at Xmas.
Joe – you are a real star!
Karen Williams-Holt

Karen Williams-Holt
Chairperson

Contacts
Karen Williams-Holt, Chair
chair@wads-web.net
Bev Newbold, Secretary
secretary@wads-web.net
Judy Dufflied, Membership
membership@wads-web.net
Mark Mountjoy, Treasurer
treasurer@wads-web.net
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The Big Clear Out!
by Karen Williams-Holt
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The Pimms Party!
WADS’ Summer Social Saturday, 14th July 2018

A very merry band of ladies and gentlemen
Our WADs Pimms party took place this year early evening at Karen and Rube’s house in
gathered at the Hall at 9am on a very hot,
London Road, Westerham.
th
sunny, Saturday morning on 28 July to
help clear and tidy under the stage store. A totally amazing array of foods was supplied by the committee. From artichoke dips to
parma ham, a cheese board to of course those wonderful quails eggs – painstakingly
There were an unbelievable array of items,
peeled by Waitrose! An absolute feast, just disappointing to those who had arranged to
mainly used for props, which caused much
go for dinner afterwards.
hilarity and of course illicited that age-old
and all important question asked 100 Once again we were so lucky with the kind weather. So much so that the ice melted
times “Will we ever use this again?”.
rapidly and the table of foods needed to be moved into the shade and then moved again.
I do believe this task would have been
finished in half the time – but we so
enjoyed reminiscing over costumes and
what we had worn in which show and
when it took a little longer. Always a
pleasurable time.

It was wonderful to see so many members chatting about plays of old and upcoming
plays and offering services, especially to the upcoming pantomime.

Costumes, mainly men’s costumes, were
in the firing line for a huge cull. This did not
seem too tricky as, especially the Military
outfits, I guess worn by lithe 17 years olds
back in the day, were certainly not going to
fit our generation of WADS. Annie
Houghton loved all the buttons though!

Karen Williams-Holt

The amount of timber and hardboard offcuts which were discarded would have
happily fuelled the bonfire for Westerham
Guy Fawkes night; but instead many of us
took this for kindling (although Winter
certainly felt a long way off that day).
Slightly challenging was the task of
sweeping, not for the faint hearted or those
suffering from a respiratory condition, as
the dust from the last century (well ok the
last year) was quite overwhelming.
I have to say the atmosphere and the good
spirit of everyone who rolled out that day
was excellent. Mark Mountjoy, assisted by
Shonagh Speirs, Hall Manageress, and
her mighty steam powered BBQ, created
an absolute feast of burgers, chicken
drum-sticks and sausages which could be
smelt throughout Westerham (and proved
the fire alarm still functions!). This was
accompanied by marvellous donations of
an array of salads and other
accompanyments from all team players.
Thank you everyone for participating.
Many hands certainly made light work that
day. I, for one, really enjoyed it!

A really wonderful couple of hours. Thank you to everyone who came and made it such
a lovely afternoon, and of course huge thanks to all on the committee. Your help was
outstanding. So here’s to this time again next year???

The Green Room

Edition 10. Page 3

The Final Performance

Our May 2019 Production

Or - A Place for Everything, and Everything in its Place!
by Annette Houghton
After the final curtain there is still one more
performance to go, but with no audience,
and no rapturous applause – the Get-Out!
First things first; after a lot of deliberation
and cogitation, the show has been
selected; dates set; eager director found,
now for the auditions. This is not an easy
task, who would be best for this part, or
that part, and at last all parts are cast.
Then the production team has to be
sourced. “Who can do this?”, “Who can
do that?”, “I am not around those dates!”,
are often the cries. Finally, with a cast and
production team in place, the rehearsals
are underway. Words learned, books
down, “oh no”, they nervously cry, and at
last, the first night is looming. The
audience arrives, lights go down, and our
show starts. All goes well, lovely remarks,
lots of congratulations. Then sadly, it is the
last night. All that hard work, nail biting,
“Did I do alright?”, it’s all over; now what?
That darned Get-Out! Not a glamourous
performance, but a crucial one. There is no
audience to spur us along, just the
encouragement of watching the clock,
“we’ve got to be out by one!”. There are
the costumes, some to get back to the
hirers, some to be put away in the correct
order in our store. And the scenery which
has to be dismantled, the screws and nails
removed; “do we keep this?” someone
cries, “oh yes, maybe for the next show”;
“Where does this go?” If only we had a
larger cast for this performance. No
audition needed for this part, just turn up
ready to help. Without these people, who
are just as important as the stars, things
would never be found in the right place,

and the next show wouldn’t go on.
So, when you have done your show,
ponder the real final performance – the
Get-Out. No ovation, no congratulations,
but the reward of a bacon sarnie, and a
mug of tea, and the knowledge that we did
it all by one.
Then all down the pub!

New racks waiting to be filled in the cotume store...

The Cemetery Club

Written by Ivan Menchell

It was twenty years ago that I was first cast
in a dramatic production. I was Captain
Hibbert in the WADS’ production of
Journey's End, and I was hooked. I have
been active in amdram, and a WADS
member, ever since. These days I direct
more than I act and am currently casting
for a production of Ladies in Lavender
which I will be putting on at the Oast
Theatre in Tonbridge in January.
I was delighted last summer to be asked to
direct again for WADS and will be directing
The Cemetery Club, next Spring (1st to 4th
May 2019). This is a popular play written
by award winning writer Ivan Menchell and
is full of wry New York humour. There are
great parts for three ladies of a certain age
and for one man and a small part for a
fourth lady. Costumes will be important
and set building and lighting support will
be needed as well as plenty of publicity
and back stage management so it will be a
great team effort all round.
Look out for the audition notice around the
end of January.
Stuart McCreadie

One of the highlights of the lovely WADS
summer party hosted by Karen was a
delicious Artichoke Dip made by Julie
Tushingham; one of our regular performing
members who is also part of our
Committee. So complimentary were the
comments from all attending, we’ve
decided to share the recipe in this edition
of the Green Room.
Baked Artichoke Dip
400g of artichoke hearts – either fresh or
tinned
50g grated parmesan cheese
175g of mayonnaise
1 clove of garlic, minced
½ teaspoon of Worcestershire sauce
¼ teaspoon of hot sauce
Salt and pepper to taste
Method
1. Heat the oven to 175c.
2. Lightly grease a 1 litre casserole dish
with butter.
3. Coarsely chop the artichoke hearts.
4. Combine all the ingredients in a bowl
and spoon into the prepared dish.
5. Bake uncovered for about 20 minutes.
6. Serve hot or cold with French bread,
toast or tortilla chips.

What’s On, Where...

Here we list local productions and events
from our neighbouring theatre groups and
societies:
The Barn Theatre, Oxted
Hobson’s Choice - 17th - 20th Oct.
A Time to Remember - 25th - 27th Oct.
Wizard Of Oz - 21st - 24th Nov.
Disnsey’s Aladin Jr 7th - 8th Dec.
Little Shop of Horrors 12th - 14th Dec.
The Oast Theatre, Tonbridge
Bothered & Bewildered - 13th - 20th Oct.
Regeneration - 10th - 17th Nov.
The Jungle Book 13th - 22nd Dec.
The Miller Centre, Caterham
The Father - 25th Oct. - 3rd Nov.
A Christmas Carol - 29th Nov. - 8th Dec.
The Stag Theatre, Sevenoaks
Bite Size Drama - 12th Oct.
The Nutcracker - 2nd Nov.
The Graduate - 8th Nov.
Dick Whittington 30th Nov. - 6th Jan.
Bromley Little Theatre, Bromley
King Charles III - 12th - 20th Oct.
Gaslight - 9th - 17th Nov.
Blink - 21st - 25th Nov.
The Comedy of Errors 7th - 15th Nov.
Trinity Theatre, Tunbridge Wells
Three Sisters - 16th - 20th Oct.
Terry Pratchitt’s Mort - 23rd - 24th Oct.
Wind in the Willows - 13th Dec - 2nd Jan
The Assembly Halls, Tunbridge Wells
Sleeping Beauty - 7th Dec. - 2nd Jan.
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WADS Sponsors...
Lions & Donkeys

by Steve Harper
directed by Ghislaine Bowden

Edition 10. Page 4
The play was superbly directed by
Ghislaine Bowden. In fact, this was the
third time I had seen this particular
production. Ghislaine and her team had
successfully staged it in the Southern
Counties Drama Festival, 2016, where it
was awarded The Best Adult Play for The
Oxted
Players.
Their
outstanding
performances were repeated when they
presented the play the following year at
Westerham Royal British Legion, raising
funds for the branch.

We are currently at a very poignant
moment in history, commemorating the
cessation of hostilities of the First World
War with many moving and powerful
tributes to those who fell during those
dreadful years. We are able to honour
those who gave their lives in this terrible, This particular evening at Westerham Hall
unforgiving conflict where everybody lost. was a great excuse to get together with
friends, enjoy a fine meal provided by the
This war is remembered as one of the Westerham Hospice in the Weald
bloodiest wars that has ever happened in volunteers, who work tirelessly for this
human history, thus far and personally, I charity, and to be entertained with a
also feel it is sad that war in any form still programme
of
poetry,
humorous
remains part of our daily news, its horrors intervention by a very fierce but possibly
almost sanitised by its frequency and confused Sergeant Major (Roger Williams),
predictability.
and finally the extremely moving one act
From this sadness, many works of play itself, Lions and Donkeys.
literature, music, art and theatre have The actors, James Atkinson, Nick Randall,
evolved and I am sure that most of us have Tom Stiles, and Jim Thurbin provided
been laughing and crying with the rest of
the country at performances of Oh What a
Lovely War or Black Adder Goes Forth etc.

great performances, and were a real team.
Their bond was felt in the context of the
play and the support the actors received
from all those who worked to produce this
piece, in no small way contributed to its
success.
Members will be pleased to hear that
WADS very happily and generously helped
the fund raising by sponsoring all
production costs for the show. This
enabled a truly wonderful sum of over
£2000 to be donated to the Hospice in
the Weald at the end of the night.
Serious congratulations must go to
Ghislaine and her hard working production
team. The performances on stage were so
good and as the audience left, comments
such as ‘moving’, ‘enjoyable’, ‘thoughtprovoking’, ‘fantastic’ were being voiced. It
was thoroughly entertaining, albeit with a
very serious theme and a big thank you to
everyone involved who worked so hard to
provide us with an evening to remember.
Judy Duffield

It was therefore a true privilege to be able
to see Lions and Donkeys, written by
Steve Harper, and performed in The
Westerham Hall on Saturday, 8th
September, as a fund raising event for
Hospice in the Weald.
This is a story set in the trenches which
despite this grim setting, included a fair
amount of comedy. “Lions led by Donkeys”
was a phrase popularly used to describe
the British infantry of the First World War
and to blame the Generals who led them.
Though the phrase itself appears to
originate in this form from the Crimean war,
“L'armée anglaise est une armée de lions,
commandée par des ânes”.

NEWS from...

Westerham Theatre Goers Club
Westerham Theatre Goers Club has
been enabling groups of their members to
see theatre shows in London and
elsewhere for the last six years, benefiting
from group discount rates available at
most theatres.
There is an obvious common interest
between WADS and the Westerham
Theatre Goers Club and we are happy to
promote their activities to our members.
Many of you may already be members, for
those who are not there is a very
informative website. No access to the
Web? Contact Alicia on 01959 563763.
We print their latest press-release below.

James Atkinson, Nick Randall and Jim Thurbin
said "We are a local group of theatre goers
benefiting from group discounts for great
local and London Theatre shows, in the
company of friendly residents and
neighbours of Westerham. This is a brilliant
example of a thriving (older!) community
group supporting its own youth
community 'and so we are all connected in
the great circle of life.'
We add a small donation to our reduced
group ticket rates, throughout the year, to
save up for this gift to the school. 'Hakuna
Matata', Churchill School pupils, let's hope
this is one of many theatre trips in your
lives!"

Westerham Theatre Club members are
offered regular outings at great prices to
theatre plays and shows, and after six
years of existence, have attended 107
Westerham Theatre Club is delighted to shows to date, in venues ranging from The
announce that Churchill School's Year 6 Palladium to small theatres with less than
will once again benefit from a donation fifty seats.
towards a trip to see 'The Lion King' in
London's West End in the spring of 2019. We are always welcoming new members it's easy to join our mailing list for just
Jane Hunter of Westerham Theatre Club

£5p.a. (£8 for a couple) Read more about
our Theatre visits, past and future, at
www.westerhamtheatreclub.weebly.com

